GARDENS   AND   TREES
digressions of violent political invective, But fre-
quently does he observe and expatiate on woods and
coppices and the growth and culture of trees. His
remarks about oaks, beech, hazel and yew, and his
beautiful description of the seasons passing over the
coppices remind one constantly of Evelyn's Sylva.
No comparison need be made between the two men,
either in character, career or outlook. But this they
had in common, that the woods stirred them not
merely with mild aesthetic appreciation, but with a
desire, born of knowledge and experience, that
special attention should be given to the culture of
"those stupendous works of nature"; and, with the
author of Sylva, Cobbett found himself "even rapt and
transported."
The third edition of Sylva was prefaced by a
dedicatory letter to Charles II, in which the writer
says: "whilst you are thus solicitous of the public
good, we pursue your Majesty's Great Example, and
by cultivating our decaying woods contribute to your
Power as to your greatest Wealth and Safety." This
is followed by a letter "To the Reader," in which
there is a significant passage where he warns people
not to commit themselves so easily "to the Dictates
of their ignorant Hireds and servants." He quotes
Socrates as saying that it was far easier to make than
to find a good husbandman.
This letter also contains a vindication and eulogy
of the Royal Society. Following this there are two
short Latin poems by J. Beale and R. Bohun*
Finally he inserted the poem by his garden-loving
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